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AFTER 25 YEARS - - - 


Very shortly the newspapers, magazines, 
and other media accepting alcoholic beverage 
advertising will let loose a barrage of prop- 
aganda extolling the benefits and blessings 
that have been the lot of America in the 25 
years of legal sale of alcoholic beverages. 

The Joint Resolution, which paved the way 
for action on the repeal of the Eighteenth 
Amendment, was passed by the Senate on 
February 16, 1933. Four days later it was 
adopted by the House. Thirty-six States had 
ratified the new Amendment by December 5, 
1933. Repeal became effective at 5:32 P.M. 
(E.S.T.) when notification was received by 
the Secretary of State of the vote of the Utah 
Convention. 

The public relations men employed by the 
Distilled Spirits Institute, the Licensed Bev- 
erage Industries, Inc., and other wet trade 
organizations, will feed their releases 
variously designed to "sell'' America the 
idea that we owe all our present prosperity, 
hapiness and well-being to the fact that the 
booze business has been legal for 25 years. 

We will be reminded of the millions of 
dollars the farmer has received for crops 
that have been used to brew beer and distill 
liquor. But they will not mention the five 
million, fifteen thousand alcoholics that are 
a burden to their families and society. 

The jobs which the industry provides, em- 
ploy thousands to brew, distill, package, ship 
and sell alcoholic beverages, and we shall be 
told this is vital for a prosperous economy. 
But what about the economy of those five 
million, fifteen thousand alcoholics ? 

They will point with pride to the more than 
50 billion dollars paid in taxes to the federal, 
state and local governments by the liquor 
traffic in the 25 years of legal sale. But how 
much have they paid to care for the five mill- 
ion, fifteen thousand alcoholics ? 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 





WORST NATIONAL DISASTERS 


during 25 years of legal sale of alcoholic 
beverages 

Persons 
Date Disaster Killed 


1934 "Morro Castle" fire 130 


1938 Hurricane, New York and 
New England 


1942 Cocoanut Grove fire, Boston 


1944 Port Chicago, California, 
explosion 


1946 Winecoff Hotel fire, 
Atlanta, Georgia 


1947 Texas City, Texas, 
explosion and fire 


1951 Train wreck, Woodbridge, N. J. 


Crash of U.S. Air Force 
Globemaster 


Hurricane Diane - North 
Carolina to New England 


Crash of two airliners, 
Grand Canyon, Arizona 


Hurricane Audrey - Texas, and 
Louisiana 353 


Total Deaths 3,028 
(Source: Information Please Almanac, 1958.) 


THE NATIONAL DISASTER 


under 25 years of legal sale of alcoholic 
beverages. 


"Estimated deaths annually attributable to 
alcohol, 21,496." 


Dr. A. C. Ivy, chairman 
National Committee for the 
Prevention of Alcoholism. 
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INTRODUCING 





Mr. James W. Ferguson of Allentown, N.J. 
has recently been added to our staff of Sunday 
speakers. He has represented the League in 
a number of churches of various denomina- 
tions and has everywhere 
received an enthusiastic 
response to his message. 

Our new speaker is a 
member of the Allentown 
Methodist Church where 
he serves on the Official 
Board and until recently 
was president of the 
Methodist Men. 

In his testimony, Mr. 





MR, FERGUSON 


Ferguson says "I have 
been associated with an 
alcoholism rehabilitation program for about 
threeand a half years. Frankly I tried 
every means known before I finally turned to 
Christ .... I had reached a point of utter help- 
lessness. I thought there was nothing left for 
me and no way to turn. Having received so 
much help, I feel that I want to pass on to 
others any knowledge and information that I 
have gained, that they at least be enabled to 
know what can happen if they choose the way 
of life that embraces the use of beverage al- 
cohol," 





AFTER 25 YEARS .... (Continued) 


And of what benefit is it for us to have 
approximately 10,000 persons killed on the 
highways each year because of the drinking 
driver? And where is the profit in 50 billions 
of taxes when it has cost the local, state and 
federal government an estimated 200 billion 
dollars to police the liquor traffic and toat- 
tempt to repair the damage caused by drink? 





We could goon and on citing what 25 years 
of legal sale hascontribulted toward crime and 
juvenile delinquency, to broken marriage vows 
and divorce, to industrial headaches, and the 
increased cost of welfare and relief. But such 
facts will not be a part of the 25thanniversary 
propaganda of the liquor traffic. 

You say, publish your facts, tell the world 
the truth about the waste during these 25 years 
of legal sale. 

That takes money - the kind we don't have. 

The liquor traffic considers its propaganda 
expenditures a part of the cost of doing busi- 
ness and adds it to the drinkers’ bill. 

About $7 of what the average drinker spends 
each year for booze goes to advertise the stuff. 
If each abstainer in New Jersey would say 
"Thank God I do not drink and here is $7 per 
year that others might experience the blessing 
that is mine” then the League would be able to 
publish the facts. 

In the next 25 years many of the present 
five million, fifteen thousand alcoholics will 
die. A few will be salvaged by AA. But alas 
there will be no lack of moderate drinkers who 
will take the alcoholic's place. Maybe one of 
the kids next door will find his way to the" man 
of extinction" group. Or perhaps your son or 
grandson will come down with the "sickness". 
But in 1983 the drums of propaganda will again 
beat sounding the glorious benefits of fifty 
years of legal sale - unless you do something 
about it - and do it soon. 


DIVISION OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL 
Report on Activities July 1, 1957 
through June 30, 1958 


Arrests 
Licensees and employees 118 
Bootleggers 148 
ABC agent impersonators 4 
Complaints 
Assigned for investigation 4,940 
Completed 4,554 
Pending 135 
Disciplinary proceedings 
Cases transmitted to municipalities 175 
Cases instituted at Division 340 
Cases brought by municipalities on 
own initiative 181 
Total violations involved in above 922 


Most frequent violations 
Sales during prohibited hours 247 
Sales to minors 238 
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Alcohol Education Digest Reprints 
Article by Caryl D. Slifer 


"Temperance Teaching In The Home" was 
written by Caryl D. Slifer of Woodbury, N.J. 
for publication in Hearthstone Magazine printed 
by the American Baptist Publications Society. 

The article was of such 
interest it was selected 
for re-publication in the 
Alcohol Education Digest, 
a compilation of the best 
temperance materials, 
published quarterly bythe 
National Temperance 
League, Washington, D.C, 

Mrs. Slifer was, until 
last June, President ofthe 
Woman's Baptist Mission 


MRS, SLIFER 


Society of New Jersey. 

In writing "Temperance Teaching In The 
Home", Mrs.Slifer draws from her experiences 
as a mother, Sunday School teacher and wife 
of a successful advertising agency executive. 
Her thinking is influenced by the definite con- 
victions of her own life and her awareness of 
the individual's responsibilities for others 

In temperance teaching, Mrs. Slifer con- 
tends, ' Positive arguments are better .... It 
is not 'Can I drink and still be a Christian?! 
Rather, it is 'Which is more important to me 
- the drink, or being aChristian? Does theone 
help or hinder the other ?' Drinking is self- 
indulgence, and we know that Christ would not 
endanger either his own life or that of others 
in such a way." 

The "Temperance News" ,recommends 
Alcohol Education Digest to its readers. 
Subscriptions, $2 for two years. Write, 131 
Independence Avenue, S.E., Washington 3, D.C, 


THEY'RE REHABILITATING 
THE ALCOHOLIC WORKER 


The Wall Street Journal in a recent copy- 
righted article tells how big business is 
beginning’ to recognize the alcoholic as an 
industrial problem. 

The articlecites howanoil refinery worker 
with a hangover turned the wrong valve and 
wasted $50,000 worth of oil. 

Foul-up's resulting from a supervisor's 
drinking binges cost a large utility motor fleet 
an estimated $4000. per binge. 





An executive's heavy drinking damaged his 
company's standing with customers and cost 
a midwestern manufacturer considerable 
business. 

These menwere alcoholics who experienced 
serious problems onthe jobas wellas at home. 

"Whether management likes it or not - and 
there is much to tempt us to shun the subject - 
we must combat the increasing menace of 
alcoholism" says James F. Oates, Jr., chair- 
man and president of Equitable Life Assurance 
Society. A big reason: alcoholism's direct cost 
to industry is estimated to be in excess of one 
billion dollars annually. 

Companies with their own programs for 
detecting and rehabilitating alcoholic employees 
include Eastman Kodak, Western Electric, 
Allis-Chambers, duPont, Con Edison and 
others. 


It is estimated two million of the nation's 
five million alcoholics constitute industry's 
problem. Absenteeism ofthese workers because 
of alcoholism will this year cost employers 
more than double the time lost through strikes 
in 1957. 

Industry has thus far, however, indicated 
little inclination to provide for a program of 
prevention. Unless something is done to dis- 
courage social drinking, the alma mater of all 
alcoholics, the problem will continue to plague 
industry and society, is the conclusion of more 
than one ‘authority called in for consultation. 


NUMBER OF ALCOHOLICS 
INCREASES 


The June 1958 Quarterly Journal of Studies 
on Alcohol reports the number of alcoholics 
in the United States is now estimated at 
5,015,000 or 4,760 for every 100,000 persons 
20 years of age and over. 

The figure, according to Keller & Efron, 
whose research made the estimate possible, 
may actually vary as much as 10%. However, 
it is as authoritative a figure as one will find. 

Of the 5,015,000 alcoholics itis said women 
number 772,000. That would be one woman 
alcoholic for every 5 men. The number of al- 
coholics per 100,000 population 20 years of age 
and over is increasing substantially. Here are 
the figures: 


Rate per 
Year No. Alcoholics 100,000 
1945 2,632,000 3,090 
1950 3,876,000 3,890 
1955 4,712,000 4,520 
Current Report 5,015,000 4,760 
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LEAGUE TRUSTEES LEAD FIGHT 


The White Township (Warren County) Com- 
mittee was asked by tavern owners to adopt 
an ordinance toallow licensed establishments 
to remain open until 4 A.M. 

League trustees, Irene 
Sweet and Augustus 
Polhemus, residents of 
the Township, rallied 
church people who pro- 
tested the proposed 
change at the public hear- 
ing held August 1. 

Mrs. Sweet read a let- 
S ler written by one ofthree 


MRS, SWEET 


survivors of a two car 
collision in which six 
persons died several 
years ago. The writer 
said that the drinking of 
alcoholic beverages in 
taverns during late hours 
was one of the causes of 
the accident. 

Another letter from 
ABC Assistant Deputy 
Director, Harold J.Saum 
was read by the township 
clerk, Mr. Saum urged 
the committee not to 


MR. POLHEMUS 


grant the additionalhours 
of sale. He stated that 
the granting of extra hoursin White Township 
would prompt saloon keepers in neighboring 
townships to ask they be given the same 
privilege. 

The proposed ordinance was defeated by a 
unanimous vote of the three committeemen. 

The twelve tavern owners protested the 
refusal of their request, one charging" because 
we're bartenders we have two strikes against 
us." Another claimed)|the drunken driver who 
caused the accident described in Mrs. Sweet's 
letter had been "drinking in Deleware Town- 
ship and not White Township." Protested still 
another, "not every accident is caused by 
drinking or by taverns" and therefore reasoned 
White Township licensees should not be held 
responsible. 

We compliment Mrs. Sweet and Mr. 
Polhemus for having taken prompt and deci- 
sive action to defeat the proposed ordinace, 

All Christian citizens should be on the 
alert and oppose any effort on the part of the 
liquor traffic to obtain privileges not now 
granted. 

The League will provide information for 
those who may be anxious to oppose similar 
moves by liquor dealers inother communities. 





WHEN IS A CHURCH 
NOT A CHURCH? 


When is a church not a church? 

Apparently the answer to the above question 
is: Achurch is not achurch when the Division 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control for the state of 
New Jersey says so. 

The Rev. Biagio Parisi, 
pastor of Chiesa Christiana 
Della Fede Apostolica, 
protested the application 
for the transfer ofa liquor 
licensee to a premises 
within 200 feet of his 
church located at 522-24 
Jersey Avenue, Jersey 
City. 

The transfer was granted 
by the local boardand the 
action appealed to the Di- 
vision ABC, 


MR. PARISI 


ABC Director Davis reasoned that sincea 
portion of the building was used to provide 
living quarters for two elderly and destitute 
widows the structure could not be classified 
as achurch, That the accommodations were 
provided without charge was commendable, 
said the Director, but nevertheless the fact 
they resided in the building disqualified the 
congregation in their appeal. Apparently the 
fact that services were held in the building 
three times weekly and that the city grants the 
congregation tax exemption means nothing. 


Mr. Parisi is seeking every legal means 
to defend what he and we believe is the right 
of his congregation. Since he is not a Commu- 
nist or a drunken marine sergeant no famous 
lawyer has rushed forward to lend his assis- 
tance to Mr. Parisi and his parishoners 


The sincere prayers of God's people are 
however solicited. 


We trust a way will be found so those who 
have a legal right to protection from theclose 
proximity of a liquor store might be granted 
such protection, 





DRINKING AFFECTS BEHAVIOR 
"The use of alcohol as a beverage is an issue 
because of the way in which drinking affects 
behavior, and because the disturbed behavior 
of one person affects other persons in a wid- 
ening circle of influence." 
- Presbyterian General Assembly (1957) 








